April 2019

The Men’s Shed Connection
Grand Traverse Men’s Shed Doubles Its Membership
It has been a busy and highly successful winter for the Grand Traverse Men’s Shed. We
have come a long way since our first meeting on June 17, 2018 at the home of one of our
board members. The Grand Traverse Men’s Shed Association was created as a 501C3 nonprofit organization with the goal to provide a warm welcoming place for senior men to
make new friends, share a cup coffee and work together on worthwhile projects. Since
that first meeting, the association membership has to grown to 30 members.
Key to this growth was a TV segment filmed and produced by NBC’s “Today” Show airing
nationally in November featuring the Grand Traverse Men’s Shed as part of a series on
men’s health issues. This timely production gave our new association great visibility in
the community and helped jumpstart our membership drive.
In order to accommodate the growing membership, the Grand Traverse Men’s Shed
moved into its new 2000 square foot building located at 171 Buckshot Road, just north of
Culver’s on US 31. With an outpouring of generous support from the community, the new
facilities have been equipped with a wide range of commercial-grade, woodworking power equipment and hand tools. Organizing the shop tools, reconditioning power equipment, installing air filtration units, and engineering a sawdust collection system have
kept the membership busy during the winter months creating a safe, functional shop environment.
A big thanks goes out to Tim and Tom Barrons of Byte Productions in Traverse City for
creating and hosting our new website at www.gtmensshed.org. The Barrons brothers not
only freely provided their talents for the website development and hosting but made a
significant donation of power shop equipment. The new website will assist in our continuing effort to attract new members plus provide means for community members to support our efforts through donations.
With 30 members, the Grand Traverse Men’s Shed still has room to grow and seeks a total
membership of about fifty men. If you are reading this newsletter and you or someone
you know might be interested in learning more about us or perhaps wish to support us
financially, please get in touch with Jim Novak at 231-409-8928 or check out our website
at www.gtmensshed.org.

First Beehive Completed

Men’s Shed Location
171 Buckshot Drive
Traverse City, MI 49685

Questions? Call:
Jim Novak 231-409-8928
gtmenshed@gmail.com

Website:

Cub Scout Pinewood Derby Project

www.gtmensshed.org

The Grand Traverse Men’s Shed hosted 13 Cub Scouts with their parents or guardians for a
fun-filled evening constructing cars for Cub Scout Pack 36’s upcoming Pinewood Derby
event. Members of the Men’s
Shed assisted the Cub Scouts
with cutting and sanding their
derby racers while introducing
the Scouts to basic woodworking
tools and shop safety procedures.
Sponsored by Central United
Methodist Church and under the
leadership of Jason Allan, Cub
Scout Pack 36 joined with the
Men’s Shed to bridge the generation gap and create a memorable
evening.

Men’s Shed Hours:
Monday

10 AM – 1 PM

Wednesday

10 AM – 1 PM

Thursday

10 AM – 1 PM

Cub Scout Pinewood Derby Project

www.facebook.com/gtmenshed

Upcoming Projects
A number of building projects were the focus of our all member meeting held February
28th.
Cherry Festival Kids Club Games --- A variety of games are in the process of being constructed or refurbished for use at this year’s Cherry Festival Kids Club. These include
Corn Hole Bean Bag Toss, Connect4, Jenga, Checker Boards and Tic-Tac-Toe. Besides
building the games, Men’s Shed members will once again be volunteering their time in
support of the Cherry Festival parades.
Neighborhood Book Exchange Boxes --- We have agreed to build two Neighborhood Book
Exchange Boxes. The first will be delivered to a local neighborhood in April while the
second was requested by Oryana Community Co-Op for a May install.
Neighborhood Book Exchange Box

“...men standing
shoulder to
shoulder. ”

Beehives --- Members have finished their first prototype beehive. Once the design has
been approved, the membership is looking to build up to six beehives.
Crafts for Sale --- As a fun way to defray Association expenses, the members are in the
process of building a number of craft items that we hope to sell during the upcoming
Open House on June 1st. These items include 25 bluebird houses, bat houses, and trivets
using wine corks from local wineries.

One Year Anniversary Open House/Sale
Plans are being made to hold a Grand Traverse Men’s
Shed Open House on June 1st marking our one-year
anniversary. Along with the open house, the members
will be selling crafts made at the Men’s Shed plus hosting a sale of refurbished power equipment and hand
tools.
The event will be a great opportunity to meet the
members and tour our facilities plus have a bite to
eat. Anyone who is interested in donating their power
equipment or hand tools for our upcoming sale may
contact Jim Novak at 231-409-8928 or email at gtmenshed@gmail.com. All proceeds for the craft and tool
sale will be used by the Grand Traverse Men’s Shed to
assist with expenses of ongoing operations.

Bluebird Boxes

Growing Membership

Hand Tool Organizer

Our group continues to draw new members. We welcome our newest members.
Don Blumenshine
Bob Budman
Bob Bura
Brad Cotner
Dave Dean
Doug Haberland
Bruce Holliday
Annual Membership Dues: $48
(Prorated $4/month)
All Member Meeting

Craig Rubin
Ken Semproch
Bill Wesling
Donald Widener
David Wilcox
Dick Wilson
Tom Woodworth

